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Your Honor, Alfred Coletta  
 Interviewed By Mariana Noli  

Back in April 1977, our 
founders gathered together 
at Paul Caruso’s home in 
Beverly Hills to form what 
became the Italian American 
Lawyers Association of Los 
Angeles (IALA).  Among its 
goals, our founders had the 
“dream” to increase the 
number of judges of Italian 

descent.  To this date, our 
group strives to support 
judicial nominations and 

appointments of Italian 
American lawyers to 
the bench.  What could 
be more special for us 
than to celebrate the 
recent appointment of 
our past President 
Alfred Coletta as a Los 
Angeles County 
Superior Court judge!  

Unfortunately, I didn’t 
have the pleasure to 
meet many of our 
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A little over a month ago, I had the 
opportunity to represent IALA in person, 
together with our past Presidents Lydia 
Liberio (2017) and Alice Salvo (2018), 
at the Justinian Society of Lawyers in 
Chicago joining our colleagues and 
friends in the celebration of their 100 
years anniversary! Cent’Anni amici!  

 
2021 IALA President Mariana Noli 

 
I take this chance to express my 
gratitude for all the support we received 
from the rest of the Italian American 
legal community in Chicago, as well as 
in Florida, NorCal, Connecticut, New 
York, and across the United States.  The 
last 18 months have been uncertain 
and unprecedented due to the global 
Covid-19 pandemic, but our Italian 
American community stayed stronger 
and closer, now more than ever…    

To be continued Page 3 

 

 
From left to right: IALA past president judge Christopher Frisco (2001), James 
Michalski (2016), Lydia Liberio (2017), and Alfred Coletta (2006) with 2021 

President Mariana Noli at Coletta’s Enrobing Ceremony at the Compton 
Courthouse on April 8, 2021   
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founders, but I agree with 
Stephen Messi that in 
moments like these, judge 
Mario Clinco, Michael 
Angelo Pontrelli, August 
“Gene” Carloni, Paul Caruso 
and Eugene Damiano are 
looking down smiling at us.  
What an honor to interview 
you, judge Coletta! 
 
M: Thank you for your time to 
share your story for this edition 
of our Bollettino.  Tell us about 
you and IALA.  
 
Judge Coletta: As I attended 
law school my mother would 
occasionally bring to my 
attention that there was a 
group of lawyers that met 
monthly at the Casa Italiana. 
As soon as I was licensed to 
practice law, my mother 
suggested that I should 
attend one of the dinner 
meetings. And so, I did. July 
1987 was the first I.A.L.A. 
general membership dinner 
meeting I attended. It seems 
like a long time ago, but not 
really. As I reflect upon that 
season, a new member of the 
California State Bar, I can 
recall that particular general 
membership meeting very 
vividly.  Moments after 
paying for my dinner ticket, I 
was immediately greeted by 
past president Phil 
Bartenetti.  I told Phil this 
was my first dinner meeting 
and I was recently licensed to 
practice. With a huge smile, 
Phil immediately exclaimed, 
“Congratulations Alfred! 

Tonight, please sit with me at 
the head table, we are delighted 
that you would join us this 
evening!” Frankly, I was 
immediately smitten by the 
I.A.L.A.’s grace and 
hospitality extended to me. 
What I concluded by the end 
of the evening, “what was 
there not to like.” It was 
comparable to meeting 
family you have never met 
and being embraced with 
open arms.  
 

 
Judge Alfred Coletta with his family 

and 2021 IALA President Mariana Noli 

 
Phil was so kind, including 
everyone that I met on that 
summer evening. It is my 
recollection, that I either 
became a member at the 
close of the evening or at the 
August 1987 general dinner 
membership meeting. As 
they say, “the rest is history!”  
I have always taken pride in 
my Italian heritage. 
Becoming a member of 
I.A.L.A., becoming elected as 
one of the board of directors 
(the following year and 

serving in that capacity for 
several years thereafter), and 
then having the privilege to 
serve as the 2006 President, 
demonstrates the I.A.L.A. 
has been part of my destiny. 
Since the summer of 1987, I 
have considered the I.A.L.A. 
my extended family.   

 

M: Have you seen many changes 
in our organization since 2006 
when you were our President?   

 

 
Judge Coletta’s swearing ceremony 
 

Judge Coletta: Yes and no. 
After serving as President in 
2006, obviously times have 
changed and new additional 
members have joined the 
I.A.L.A. I still find the 
I.A.L.A. continues to 
cultivate an atmosphere that 
suggests everyone should 
feel they are amongst family 
and friends. What I find most 
encouraging and 
demonstrative is the I.A.L.A. 
spirit. Despite the pandemic 
restrictions of 2020-2021, the 
I.A.L.A. is the first bar 
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association (if not one of the 
first bar associations) to 
initiate the implementation 
of zoom meetings. Thinking 
out of the box in this season 
was so needed and I applaud 

the 2020 President Theresa 
Macellaro and the 2021 
President Mariana Noli for 
continuing to make available 
excellent monthly speakers 
and M.C.L.E. topics. 

M: You are always very kind, 
your honor.  On behalf of our 
IALA family, Mille grazie for 
making one of our founders’ 
dreams come true!   

Certainly, the lives lost, the global health crisis and challenges caused by this 
pandemic affected us all.  Despite witnessing some instances of racial injustice, 
oppression and discrimination in California and the United States, our adherence 
and commitment to our values and founders’ goals remained aligned with our 
actions.  Thanks to technology, we were able to support other groups and get support 
from the Italian American legal community.  You may recall during the early part 
of 2021, we co-sponsored with the Italian American Bar Association of Northern 
California our Annual Diversity and Inclusion Night.  It was special to join forces 
with this group working with President Juliana Pisani and wonderful to reconnect 
with Fulvio Picerno, who I met thanks to our Past President Damian Capozzola.  

 
“Growing Up Italian in America” was not only the theme of our May event, but 

also a brainchild developed over a year ago to address concerns raised by my fellow 
Board members Angela Zanin and Jason Marsili.  IALA joined forces with the 
National Italian American Bar Association (NIABA), the Justinian Society of 
Lawyers of Illinois in Chicago, the National Italian American Foundation (NIAF), 
among other groups in our community, interviewing many leaders of Italian 
descent.  We were reminded of what it was like “to grow up Italian in America” and 
of how far we have come as a group as we continue to support each other against 
unjust and unfair stereotypes.   

 

 
IALA past Presidents Salvo, Liberio, President Noli with NIABA at the 100th Anniversary of the JSL in Chicago. 

 
As a group, we continue to be committed to a more racially just judiciary and 

legal community. I thank Lydia Liberio and Judge Christopher Frisco as well as 
everyone who participated in our November 17 event in which we honored with the 
IALA Lifetime Achievement Awards retired California Supreme Court Justices Carlos 
Moreno and Justice Ming Chin.  Looking forward to seeing you at the Casa Italiana 
on December 8th!     

     Mariana Noli, IALA 2021 President 
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Regarding the Recent Act of Vandalism at St. Peter's 

The Italian American Lawyers Association of Los Angeles (IALA) condemns the vandalism of St. 
Peter’s Italian Catholic church, the national Italian parish for southern California, located near 
downtown Los Angeles that took place during the morning hours of Monday, October 11th, 2021. 
According to the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) the incident is being treated as a hate 
crime.  

IALA stands in solidarity with St. Peter's, a truly special and peaceful place of worship and 
community. With worshippers who reflect the diversity of its past and present communities, it 
provides physical and spiritual nourishment and comfort daily to any and all who seek it. Its 
artwork, architecture and warm Italian traditions have been cherished for generations, and 
extend a hospitable invitation to all. Many, however, believe its greatest treasure to be its 
enduring light, quietly and warmly shining forth for all to see, as it daily lives out this 
message:  "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven."  Matthew 5:14-16.  Avanti con coraggio, chiesa di San 
Pietro!  

Donations to the St. Peter’s church are encouraged.  You can donate online via PayPal 
at https://stpeteritalianchurchla.org/donations 
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The Italian American Lawyers Association of Los Angeles (IALA) 

Congratulates FR. FERNANDO CUEVAS  
 

 
2021 IALA President Noli with Fr Fernando Cuevas at St. Peter’s Italian Church 

 

on his Installation as Pastor of the St. Peter’s Italian Church and the 

Mission of San Conrado last Sunday November 28th, 2021 by Bishop 

Edward Wm. Clark Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles. 
 


